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Garden State Rainbow Sports (GSRS reiterates its unwavering support for transgender students as the Supreme 
Court of the United States considers a case challenging Idaho’s law banning transgender girls and women from 
participating in school and collegiate athletics. 

Unlike narrower state policies, Idaho’s law imposes a sweeping prohibition that applies across all levels of 
education and introduces invasive sex-verification procedures that raise serious concerns about privacy, dignity, 
and equal treatment under the law. 

This case asks whether Title IX — the landmark federal law designed to eliminate sex-based discrimination in 
education — can be used to justify exclusion rather than protect students from it. 

“Title IX was created to expand opportunity, not to take it away,” said Tony Settle, Founder of Garden State 
Rainbow Sports. “Using civil rights law to exclude transgender students turns its purpose on its head.” 

GSRS believes that discrimination against transgender students is a form of sex-based discrimination, 
inconsistent with both the letter and the spirit of federal civil rights protections. Policies that subject students to 
scrutiny, testing, or challenges based on perceived sex do not promote fairness — they create harm, stigma, and 
unequal treatment, particularly for women and girls. 

The organization also raises concern about the precedent such laws could set. Sex-verification provisions do not 
only affect transgender athletes; they open the door to policing bodies, appearances, and identities in ways that 
threaten all students. 

GSRS was founded to create inclusive, affirming sports spaces because too many LGBTQ+ people have been 
told — directly or indirectly — that they do not belong. That message has no place in schools, communities, or 
athletics. 

As the Court prepares to hear this case, GSRS calls on leaders nationwide to reaffirm that civil rights 
protections exist to ensure participation, dignity, and opportunity for every student. 

Exclusion is not equity. 
Belonging is the point. 
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